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after 1872, of the White League, the Mississippi Shot
Gun Plan, the White Man's Party in Alabama, and
the Rifle Clubs in South Carolina. The later move-
ments were distinctly but cautiously anti-negro.
There was most irritation in the white counties
where there were large numbers of negroes. Ne-
gro schools and churches were burned because they
served as meeting places for negro political organiz-
ations. The color line began to be more and more
sharply drawn. Social and business ostracism con-
tinued to be employed against white radicals, while
the negroes were discharged from employment or
were driven from their rented farms.

The Ku Klux movement, it is to be noted in re-
trospect, originated as an effort to restore order in
the war-stricken Southern States. The secrecy of
its methods appealed to the imagination and caused
its rapid expansion, and this secrecy was inevitable
because opposition to reconstruction was not law-
ful. As the reconstruction policies were put in-
to operation, the movement became political and
used violence when appeals to superstitious fears
ceased to be effective. The Ku Klux Klan cen-
tered, directed, and crystallized public opinion,
and united the whites upon a platform of white